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Can a year

spent learning
to debate
change a

student’s life?

For these
: Baltimore kids,
| there'sno
s etsee preier oo ™o | ppoyTnent.

By EaTe SHATZRIN

aAUN 0TAVY

he 15-yepr-old  girl
.SHE.. call “Mouse,”

*same hueas her bright
pink shirt, stands be-
fore 40 pelrs of staring
eyes.

When they read her
name — Heather
.HﬁoBuwo: Patterson High School —
she loves belng half of one of the day's
best teams !n Baltimore's YUrban De-
bate League,

: And she hates belng up here in front
N of everybody.

She's the girl who would never raige
her hand in ¢lass, then twm in the kinds
of papers teechers dream of seelng, The
glrl her coaches had to drag Into this
brand-new debate program lest fall in
an effort to draw her out.

New It's February, and she s in the
finel reund of a tournament, up against
some cocky boys from Northwestern
High

Just s Heather is about o spesk, &
boy approaches the podium end hands
her a yellow Eleenex Everybody laughs.
Heather's known for ¢rylng when things
get rough.

Today, though, she Jaughs with them.

Then her words — an argument in
fevor of slngle-sex public gchools —
tumble out at warp speed, auctioneer-
style.

“Blas-and-lts-effect-on-self-esteem-
Ls-dlsestrous.”

i “Girls-are-more-lkely-to-attempt-
I sulcide”
As she speeks, she discreetly crum-
ples the tissue and pushes It aside.

PIOTOO BY KIM IIATLRTON ( BUN CTARY

gw@“ Adelissa Areher (seated, lefty and Heather Thompson {seated, righty get encourdgement from LaTania Bethel and Tyshema Soto.



144 afing “syogagg 3ag} AQU] usyss
“3UBISANS PUB
31438 U309 YN NOWB 03 MO "2AISUBJED
ats ue aq o pasoddns say wals gass
a3 Judngsdn £3gns ‘ame) 194 Jo Juog
u] d¥s 07 MOY SMOUY SE pUNGT [BUY
24} U 00N PUUAT MEe] SUIFISoM
~HHON JsUTEde dn 5503 UIASQ “justBy
-IN03 80 17 ‘Sopspun 31 JO 2AI9A 2}
SPP S5B(8ne( 913 a8 sdiuspIey iy,
YB3 [[6 paue[dx? fpeane Jaujred
STy asnmoag LAudapn sJauimd sy Buy
-peaSap 51 3y L85 1 UBD, '$A8s 10 aipul
8U3 j0 Juoy uj , UOITRHSSSTR Alaa0; Alaa
“fa3p,, uauoddo we S[e) WA G UaYUM 58
RS 2iBInBADE [BA1B0joya4sd a3 22198
07 Aoy SUFUYea] ‘5913083 Jayg o Supm
-2 "o 118173 UO BUpjRaw RATEIS SJUSP
-IS M079] ST PUB 3K "Udealq ayj oy
padda)s Jaysearg I} usuym SIBILY,
ared
-aud wea) ) Surdiay 100yes Jafe awwg
puads 3,upMmed PUB IS 103 Yor0D 3
uzyy, Inpenyss sy woy paddarp sem
3eGEp MU} — ULIARQ SUPNou] — SJUSp
-T3s 503 7833 S50 AUy YA 913 YSnoay)
ARMJTEL] "BUBL JATUY B aq 3,UBRod 3§
WSTREneQ
Jo =ong 3uuBLE pHM UL, (e STY
S[BT 31 UM Ieay 7.nof Juaumim we
BuLeaiap wiy o3 AfRjarss usy nok 51
"SSTPBI 9L 10) PIOA) L[I00TUS B SBY SABMIB
3K “IUNl A8Ad S9UTU oyl 07 PIsSaIp
§1 @H "paysfiod pUR XdUs S WY SIH
oARUDBald
ayy,, Wy 182 AUl Aum SJ8YY, UNST 0]
pu} djdoad ‘seeds 3 Uay, “YAOUD FTU
98 IDBTPELU U4R0A R S| ABSPUPT URAST

dn Smddxng

Jfsaaeyy B sy, 'shes oy SIULL,,
“RI0M SWIOSI[NAL] TBUS O
BuTuEsw sy pawme] AEUD Sau Ing
“pumnol A3us ¢ Bujjugsp oyl
FWOY pTay M aY Sl |l pus ‘Apsat
53U ‘DY SY S} SMOW DPRIBL [V
“Wayy 887 DNoM SR § st "Ho01q
-[28 01133 ) pasoddns alam £31)} ‘PEANS
-ug “dn way Joid o Sijod ses Yoro ®
JEENG} SPR sWUog "sInolf Supuet firea
3yl o sepyaed tuad 07 [PUG Admum
So0W i} umcp Supyruls pauaddsey
MOUS UouSE] sy, ¢pausddoy Jgum
‘=ROYS
OUM XOOIABH, WOT] DY ATU0 U] ST pIBL
TURWBLINGG au} J0 A8 313 U0 TS
"UDB0D ST JO HWEY 3ug 03 A ©
$.31 MOUS UOT4SE] ® 10} Surojjorid *sqBIs
-UA0D 1378 WY SpUp 3Uapn)s 1ayjouy
3ng "3wol 03 oy 108 5,24 SALUS "puTo] 9
0] aIaumou 5,3y "JUawWRUIngg ayj a10jaq
sfep om; adrjoerd 1Sl 3] 19 105 PIBD
347 UD ¥I0M 3Y) JO YONW SIOD parep
T8 awo sAvs . ;yuBH ‘018811 I 531,
U0 TEUTIIEND-SS0ID U] J00q8 pazzinb aq
AL23T} T £517 PIOM ® — | AJSOATIE,, RIOA
3] 1sed 938 ‘03 Weas uwd Apoqou Ing
o0msnf Jo Mssaryy, & UM JSNED0IOLT

a3 ey andie o) pasoddns a8,40UY,
-ISTIGI0]0H I} U0 WML
-1 © 393 juowinie jan9s v Supmdard
S1 300Iqra ¥ edA 2] JO SILUAULBILTOY
ST 9113 jO BUC 76 SO — JUDUIOWS 369
sy aqfuwt puw — jujed mol spatep
-adpd 1,3y
41898 10U Uy U0 SABMIW I W Aum, 53
-[9B02 S W0y Sufad Japun P1o) naiy)
‘Juatmire uw of asuadsal pood B S0UoA
-pB [LOH "oaporld uo ssed B 3B UAy) 1o
-0 SUOY 7Y U0 wEa] STy J0] areas
-2 S0P WEBIU Al JO YN HI0m 11,0H
“JUSUIOUT 0} JUBIOW “UAOP
pue dn pater UM St 91 A0Y SIBUY,
“IOW ST PUB — I3}
-31384a7(00 v ssardun] o JnEs Uy Sujjegep
‘SSAUSNY 1B 5,54 WIUOLT 13U 34 4
BHIYEVIVLE T S a3y
Wueiq ay3 u] “susa| A33uq spy Jo B9 suo
o) s3ujamsy " WY 1 "O[9H,, 95043 Jo auo
SIALE LomioRy parepP ‘Teak aug uy Ares
JUIWIBLLINO] IO 10 SIARLT 9Y UIYM,

amo] e SUSTH

"BJELS PAYSIITS B0 JUTL ¥ SI3ATPP
3YS ‘[IBMAE 191 JAlEIA 0) JRUUATY sassed
31S 5y I23amb 51 'sAemE §8 ISUJUE

..%E.__ Sw_umunnm JUOP I, 2O

1oy 4d500% 0F aBw)s auy E@p; mppeid

'Siapnm JaUuAT LAZOi HOR Aty -
“U3ET Seorrd JeuuAT YITT

1] $3W00 JaUIBaH "dnoxd Jayge] oy uL
‘s1axEads fenplATpU] ST doy 813 pus
sumas uosiad-omy doj 61 40 07 A1} ‘100YIS
1geq 8y Momd ssfpn[ ayy ‘USUITILINGY
DB TV "PROUNOUUB a8 Sprami 5.A80 3117
UAYM UCHEIOSHOD SUWIOS §f W) g
“PUNOT 31} 5ISO] LIea] UOSIFYITS 943
PUB ‘5apIItcd ARUT} JA1IBH ., SOA,
51 USILO B PBA 404 1SN{J0 Hoissudia
e — 0000, IBUS § S3UN I0DUIPNY
ay} wory sapday Suryey sausuoddo 1ay
2240 Bupnru ‘upede jBUUAT 88 ,UOp
-gINpe 13199 ¥ JUBA NOA JUPMOM,
o TR
LLU0JI8aNPa 1973 8 JuBm nok
JUPMOM Jng, I3Y SULf JOUUAT MON
. UQ[RINPa 10} S50P 3§ TOYM 338
1,U0p I, $AGS JayIudl ‘sucpsenb alowm
M) @ Iy SAES ays ,'uopsend pwEpN.,
AWS Mo] ‘SUs] T X131 SIAL0 UL
JUSLE 91 JOUIRan
SPIOM UM IN0A 1T ¢dog ayg 03
a%0[0 51971 8y} Ay mpedie nod ueD,,
‘uopBY
-JurEXa-850a2 10] saypraidds jauudy
‘sande ays
W DlaoM aYj Jo Aala au3 5T 'S UL SIEHD
USBASYYE JNLIAPEIE OU S} UYL,
TadSyya @ 9A0qE AjaTeq
5] 29704 IO} "4j833q dsap 8 SayE] aug

“Aressagauun,

sy uBd 533URLL T J8U) SAZpNf 8} S0mAT0D
o] aury — wmng slayjuagk si ..pozhm
s
‘a8 nox, SoJUUIUIEa} Jal] WI0E 218372
0q uopelussaxd Jay sSpul jAuUAT

“snp
aY3 U] sl UaY0 amm sjuauoddo ng 13y
purejstopun safpnf o1y, 1al30 Ydes oqu
23] BpIoM a1} 158) 05 SpUM oym ‘suadad
spnd Jo yeeys AX2ayD B uo ApBal {8 jusw
nEre 181 594 oYM ‘IO 1RUUAT swe
samypon jsurede Jurod aq WBUS

'SpUY
I3y U SHaago Jo sum) JYIBay
ST} Op Usd NOZ, MoU nok
18 %007, (B} B3 550U8 AUTURI] ‘SST
oY ,.49SN0N Nof PaTed oM MOy taqlratt
-3, JoAD SAUSTU UYIuod S5134J8dRL
"ApRal 128 0F SHYNUTH JAY SAUL
£31) PUV "H 398 Adyg Aem S U} S0UBTU
-1011ad DRESPBIE SSBATIUT 0F ST 07 42
-uow 318 0} JusLILzA0S [RI3pa] 2U3 10}
usd © — usop joous 0 paredard-fan
J0U 25,451} JUU} 9580 8 juyede snire
0} aaBY Jeulrud g5y puw sus 'IsIom
-oocs afmf Alan B JO JUGI] 3L I8
BulIenap 2q M4 WOSHWOLL JIUIEIE]
N pUR TOS
-duiIol,y, ‘alo0i] pUe UpMpoos,, Jpaounott
-t 308 PUNOI [BUY] 313 L0] SUrea) omg doy
DY) UMM "BUPUST-HRY "WnH0IpNE 31}
uy puney SUTeo] a0 SpR| aY3 puw Teak
33 J0 JUBELND) 7Tq8P UL U3 SII

TOIBINes JO 9)ER,

‘spRq BupE) Deely Sy -

.mnv:ﬂ PaR)S A0 30U 13YIEIH PUY
sajydors pus
STBpau PUE SSYBYIHSY YA T 03 ueld
-30 weol BujAf SUUYOL U] SSAIRYS UL
*dn Suo8 pojreys sapedd J91] 'awdsp
oyl Iy pedinap Jagasa] 51 ESE I3
-Jv "pauaddey 3ujyj 98mens v uay],
amb AEinjosad
SBm ISYIESH ‘YW 18171 JO M 10] pue
‘p j0 =38 ay} WO JIUIEIH PIsTEr SBY

JoRIom A1US 81ep B ‘uosduiowy, mryop
Um0} JO 2P[S 1589 alj§ U0 SUSPIRD PBMS
SULYY 23U JUNT 13Y YL SIA[] aYS
JHBAIC 03 AFHTT 15837, PAIoausaq
2aBY JuSjur ‘pagrels Juppy s[oym By
uSUM ‘OUM INYIWSH §,3531) U] PUY
-sdauyy tuBuL 131 U0 paooyel
'STBOD{IM WIZSINUHON 8Y3 10} ‘JEpHa
¢ SBY oYM WIajSIMYMON Uy Jopm{
sIau0sd-ou-w) "BUPR]-158] U 'aIo0N
13U0AY 9N S[AJ ASSBS T8 aIayg,
‘PRASY] jRqIp
U WY Pay[es Yoroo v &dai(co 1oy Aed
0 JBLUINE 58] AWLFy a3 Jof dn Sumdis
10 23194 Y UO SBA OUM JO[USS JOOIOMaM,
dujeBdses Ue ‘UOSOB[ PIIEL DUV
WHa) ST Ped] 03 paem
-10] d338 pIMOM 31 ‘1834 343 JO STPRY 8]
uy }0iE 0B UDB0D SR USUM . TAREAL
AT, S¥ URMOLD] 103)5Q Bﬁn_. 10008
yirE sSEBnO] Yodapald J)EWSHELI
B 'AGSPUF] LA [ SPN 31A3UL
‘suaay juatnad
-¥3 20} [00LS ¥ 0] UMO] 560508 0F 03 18y
22.0} JUPMOd ABif) SICIRIISTRUIDE iy
-MOTE HOOIqEM J8 L8338 0 JBGRP WY
PIVTHS] U SIS YITBISAL 93 23N oA
IS PUVy "we Bwn_.mﬁ S0URs 13y J0

.ﬂBum.ao aurgaay UM Nreulad sem

a8 J8iy — ay8Ep ouY 1oy pa0feo YoBoD

B J00J8. — J624 JOqiPs 3 Jo Jupnid

-3 oY) Ju EEE oY "UBIH HoGEm
78 JOJUAS B ‘[pudag i SPR 398 fBUL
"axp JUANED Jusel YRy
ymds @ gipn Sauo Iy s 98 avems
SISURES) JPY} jday anvy ouMm SAU0 SY)
3L ALE, “IS105 5173 JOU [OOLDS Uy SUATLICE
~1ad doj ayy Js1pjie 84,491 ‘dnoxs 8 sy
'PUOL TOUNIOY B 9ABY 97 Uim Ae3g pus
Bmyegap dn e} oY SITAPNYS AL

Hands v J0) dagmm

"parBOL J31JEAL] PAUIR ISTIOR] U PUiy
agjea tmo sy |
03 4311q 9483 UODISAA [PURIT pameu N3 :

quetidsyd v ucHESaIBUCY MU ¥ DIIBAT}

%) AYSPUT] WHAS] PRUIBU , 3g8aId,,
w ‘syjuowm smyu jeBd Ay} toso ng-

"STIES; 3 o4 U0 prsy Apieq: |

S[OOURS 908 DUB ‘g0 DPIYJEp sI1ajBq
-2p Supsnnoad surog TBak 3y jo wed
I10] YoBOY S7] 50] SYB[EANGT ISSATIETIIY
-J8 pUE SaA|)RBal JO 26T 3] MBS andea]
2)8gap S,AI0URYEL Jo 1eak ja1g Ul
‘SUOHRSINnD A sjuaund

w

-do Suppaiys amus Jeams-Aneldng Suraq
‘[T8 JO JSINPTap 1o safa Jay) Bugor yno |
1SRIY) ORY 2U0 'IPTHINE Wi Bupupwe
-X3-55010 L Aa1) Uy, "Sea ga3pnf .
03 }BaIq SU0 Uf ]I S90UaUas IS
0S YJBAIQ 0] WIBI] SIIJBQEP SUL
‘weruny Supmpgod ARas
no _umnzB I8M B [] JUSUNEOTRAUS a3 10]
1590 20 DINCA 7 3813 “J(durma 107 Humd
-Ta dn pua pmos 1978G3P B I8 PIISTAY
03 123 SIUUTArY '8PES[.. 10 SV, aXE
‘sjuaunddo Aq pasyea sweigord Jo ‘safie)
“UBAPBSH( "9AM0S T weid o3 ,Juey,
ATjuRpy puE £198] GI1a 3980 1) dn ¥yeq
0 SBY] UTED] v "OUmaIE Jad 1 anedge
‘S3T0 MIY ITBRID
PIN0D puE |usrord aA[os Laes 3] yeuy
23pnf 31y soUAUCD O} HUIAY ‘TBsodoxd
o113 TOB]E wrgd] Al vosmd-omy
¥ LAY, 'STLIOJUT 18384 03 Sjuapnys Juy
-010J 10 S{OCURS Hey-aBurs Supysals sdey
-13d ‘ued w 10] sanBre oy Jo WBEI] 341
SBULITYR,, g 'a3pn{ 1803p ¥ a10Jog
o
S 983U} 58 “09) ASE9 OU — STOOTRE |
Ampuoas osfjgnd SUOIEU Ay} WY JURm
-aNSRY STuRpEYe saxdo) o usid v Usy
-q8}53 07 S1238Q3P I0] PITED }] THA4 SL
UOMEU 9] SSOE uonpjedwico ajBq
-ap uj pasn oydog § ,'U0TINoSAL, B M
mBag SIFjBqR( (EHI0M ] M0Y SAFIH
“Bupsuiesy Axeyn ) pup
oy 5803 da0X0 19 03 S[QBINLIISLE ‘248]
913 98 PIFY 59 SATL Y §eqRp aAfed
00 AT ST STYL "J0U ST S LOIeRIy
E 248y 1. JO SOUTPBA IMBBIE
‘S[OGUIS SNOWS |
-ng0 ‘Mdoe asperspo IEY) U sfEp |
-H1yEg UC pEY SJULiinLme} ARpoom
u] o0 ous Jstrasn din juam AU UaIT,
umigold IaWINS ¥aam-omg B 18 eq
3P MOGqE PIUTES] SJUIPTYS 313 I5ILT

T824 [00TRS S) FUIN) -

PEpEU Sjooyps USR| AJR SURU 233U
‘alolmpfeg Gf AOU puB G3EIRD A
SUSUEH ‘500N, ‘SN0 "1 “HI0K AaN
uy— AXmod i) panare sanes| dupury
wedaq Aepog U2do SPH A9-Temm)
J0 SOz au) pusdxe 03 388Mm 10] 53001
aymyIsul faj00g usdQ SSOUM JSOUBUT
TUCOBIIIUY 313 ‘S010g aRleap 161dorTy
-urefryd jo 943 39U} Jy3nB0 ABAEp g
‘310)30 SRS
-oud SBCED UMO JRYJ PR J3A0U 2ARY
1813 S[00HME .#QEDHQB I0 T3 SSMIIION
‘WORIEYB4 58 YIS S[00T08 SR ongnd
8 PUR 0f 39932 NOA JEUA Jou 53F B35
1 g8 “Addaid jougss-sqeand &e Aersn
puw 'ApI8U 58 — 398G9p 4ojod 5TSTILL



ArTs & SociETYy

(Debate, from Page 6r)

win, Devrin and his partner hold
thelr trophy high. “We Jjust declded
to keep striving,” the Preacher
says. “Anid We carme through.”

Leading with heart
Brandi Weldon begins one tour-
nament slumped in a corner of a

classroom, elutehing her belly as it

«o#ﬁmwmﬂ.ﬁgﬁmm acuﬂmaaonm.
Ter Laby is not due for two weeks,
Apparentiy nobody told him.

“He i waniing to come out
now,” she mogns,

But she drags herseif up for the
first round of debate — and walks
into & minefield.

She's assigned the negative po-
sition. But the other team ig mak-
ing a case nobody hag ever heard.
They're arguing to make high
school completaly voluntary. Let
the goad students learn, they pro-
pose. Let the teachers teach with-
out distraction. Let the other kids
make thelt Gwn way,

1t sounds reasonable to Brans,
She sore didr’t fes) like coming to-
day. :

Its been hard to show up o
some of the tournaments, even
though she’s the Walbrook team
captain, And when She does come,
others aren't there. “I.ain't even
talking to you aft today,” she says,
disgusted, totwo girlswho skip ok
of praeticeto baby-sit thelr cougln,

Orice she van o practiee with
70 ather students — only to

miss the ensuing fourna-

have-to
ment. Another tine, confined to
bed, she held practice cver the
\phohe.

Now here she is, caught up

short, She has no evidence to use
against the voluntary sehonl plan,
No statigtics. Only heart and corm
mon sense ang the convietion that
gchool has been good for a Idd like
her — & kid who from exhaustion
and the piling up of itfe’s burdens
might easily have drifteg away.

“Who knows if these disruptive
students don’t want to he there?”
she tells the judge. “vou never
know what could be going on at
home.,

“Cen the affirmative plan golve
for the erack house? Can they solve
for little Relsha having two kids at
18 years old?

“I.speak from experience, I am
poor, The best place for me to gois
to school,

“Some kids get tired,” she con.
cludes, “And they need that push.”

Her opponents counter by argu-
ing. that mandatory schop) atten-
danee hasn't solved the problems
Brandi ralses. Kids are still on the
corner, still having babies, And
they winthe round,

But.then the judge rates the in.

dividual speakers from bioth teamns; :
firs to last. Next to Brahdl Wel-

don's name, he'writes the number1, .

Out of {hie finkls -
As the debate year continues,
Heather makes the finaly again,

And she losas agaft,

So when. the next tournament
comes around, Heather and her
partner Melissa Archer — another
girl whose soft volce and furtive
glances hide her intelligence — de-
cide they want to avold the finals at
all costs, .

Thelr strategy: Win two prelimi-
nary rounds, lose one. Anything
that will-keep them from having to
stand up in front of that crowd
again and risk finishing second.

“Third {ime's the charm, " insisty
their coach.

Says Heather: “Not, my charm.”

Minutes later, she's proven
right.

“Oraigod!” says Melissa, tearing
down the hall before the round be-
ging, “They're rumning Native
Americans!”

Thelr opponents are calm and
well-prepared. Thelr argument:
Improve academic achievement by
allowing Native Amerlean tribes to
take aver their own schools, Intro-
ducing positive cultural messages

2y

«swﬁhnwnn:ﬁ:nmmwﬁnm:a

drofiping out, . :
Heather and Melissa do their

Dest to hammer away at this lpg-

‘fe. The plan, they argue, will' a3

- fect only 4 tiny percentage of U'S;

high setiool students, the popula-
Hon targetéd in the debate reso-
Hation,

But in the end, ‘all the standard
DAs In the world. ean't topple
well-dellvered  atfimative,
even the biite prper mouseMaiss

made for-Heather, displayed.as

symhol of pride on their. debate
desk, can help.

When the students gather for °

the final round, Heather and Melis-
sa don't place 85 a team or as indi-
vidual speakers. This time, they
can sit in the back, happily incon-
spicuous.

But despite her continued bash-
fulness, the changes in Heather —

from frightened Mouse to competi-

tlve debater — are hard to miss.

When Patterson coach Matt
Wernsdorfer spealss to the school
board at the end of the year ghout
the debate program, Ws Heather
he taiks ahout,

“She started out atPatterson as
one of those liftle tittering girls
‘who can barely get her hiead off the
desk,"He says.

“Now, instead of turnping erim-
son,” he tells them proudly, “she
only gets slightly pink.”

Best revimrd

The night, after the finel tourng-
ment of the year, the league orpa-
mizers play host to an awards ban-
quet. The kids wear their finest out-

-

“fits and bring the people most iy

‘Portant to them, those they consid-
ér family: There's & proclamation

frony the hajor, and

“The Suws: Sunday, June 18, 2000 Page TH

..émmﬂm_ﬁ finish  second.

Tiie
the space In front of the Pregcher's team 1 third,
o ‘an . And placing fourth are Heather

L : . anddellssg, - - N
most: jinfroved, ‘Brandi 45 named’. . This time, they can't iitiodn the
one of the 15-best individual spesi- ‘heck, IS the biggest ence
ers. L ek ey -they've ever { ¥

Then it tlme for the best two-

Rersoridebats téam oo it

e um,u.mg...m.ﬂm,.,.m Baby” Lyn
nek says, laughing,
The cocky boys from Nerth-



