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DEBATE: Competition rises

From page 5

Issues in the debate included
nuclear warhead  proliferution,
pirate atiacks in South Asia, Coast
Guard budgeting processes and the
definition of the word “establish.”
In every instance, the two oppos-
ing teams connected the dots fiomn
their argument back to the original
prompt. )

In policy debute, four students
compele in three consceutive rounds.
One team of two students takes the
affirmative position, while the other

" two stwdenls argue the opposite.

Each participant has eight minutes
to construct their argument.

“If may seem like eight minutes
i a Tot of time, but when you're up
there, it flies by,” Chow said.

Alter each student speals, the

* opposing tea is allotted three min-

ntes for cross-examinaticn. At the
end of the rownd, eack student is
alloited a five-minute rebutial io
conclude their case.

The teams prepaze cxhausiively
far pach debate. '

“It's a year-long process,” Chow’s
teamnmate, McDonogh senior G.M.
Bennett, said. “We started over
the summer” He

the Universily's speech and, debate
program who came to Towson from
IMongolia afler being awarded an
intarnational <ebate scholasship.
She said judging is less of a chal-
lenge than debating.

“1 think you have to try to be as
ohjeclive as possible,” Tuvshintugs
said. “Instead of voting for the team
that you like, or that you sympa-
thize with, you have to look at the
argunients to see who won, based
on whose arguments were best and
most persuasive.”

Devin White, a 2002 Towson
gradluate, teaches ut Atholton High
School in Howard County and has
coached the school’s debate team
for two years. White judged several
events in Satugday’s tournament.

“It's a lot of fun,” White said.
“A lot of the kids are very bright.
‘They'te pretly up-to-date on cur
rent events. I's pretly impressive
to watch.”

Many of the judges had prior
experience pacticipating n the vari-
cus evenls.

As high school students, Tewd
McCarthy aund Kerri Litirell com-
peted in speech tournamenls; as
college students, they critique

speech events in

" cstimated that his A lot of the kids ate very Vun Bolckelen Hall

" {eam's preparation

' strategy  included

spaimed thousands
of pieces of papuer.

Bennett said his

direct appeals to
the judge, pointing
out flaws in the
other team's argu-
mont. .

“It's a'lot of fun
when you find a

hole in someone’s argument, and.

it's glaring, but they have missed it,

and you just know that you've won .

that argument,” he cxplained. “I
don’t think there's a better feeling
than that.” .

Chow and Bennett challenged two

students frem Loyola Dlalefield, a

private high school in Towson, They
identified the basic reason they
enjoy debate.

“I like arguing,” sophemore Budri

. Avubaker-Sahrin said. e said his
. parents wete his first audience.

Other students also cited a pas-
sion for arguing. Kelly McCertney,

 a freshman at Wilde Lake High

. 2004

S fim fonmrdoht  Fob.

Schoo!l, sat with teammates in
Stepliens Hall, prepaving for a
Linceln-Douglass debate, it was her
first debate tonrnament.

1 like to argue,” she zaid. "My
parents are lawyers; it's in my
blowd.”

Senior business administration
major Baya Tuvshintugs judged
the McDonogh/Loyola debate in
Linthicun: Hall,

A debater’ for seven years,
‘Tuvshintugs has served as a judge
at local events since her freshman
year ai Towson.

‘I think people who have debated
Dbefore are the best judges, because
they lnow what the kids are going
through,” she said. “They know the
pressures, and the stress, and the
excitement as well”

Tuvshintugs is a varsily debater in

bright, They're pretty

up-to-late on current a  asenior  at

Athotton High School

classtoons.
MeCarthy,

the  Universily

'
wvenis, It's pretty of  Maryland
j\;nprcssivc to watch."

Baltimore County,
Devin White !\ldgm d_ramalic
. interpretation.

teacher, “1 love listening
to the kids” she
said.

Students  com-
peting in the event
scledt a portion of a dramatic novel,
story, or play, and. perform it as an
aclor.

fater in the afternoon, Litieell
judged extemporancous speaking.
In the event, students randonily
select a speech prompt based on 2
curtent evenf, and the performer
lias half an hour to prepare an infozr-
malive speech.

Marcus Harvey, a senior at
Baltimore City Caliege High Schoal,
was challenged ko prepare an ora-
tory on guestionable intelligence

regarding Iraqi weapons of mass

destruction,

Studenis in the hallway outside
praised Harvey’s speaking skitls.
“I1e's the best,” a competitor said.

Harvey's success fn debate has
led t¢ opportwiities afler gradua-
tlon.

“This is the biygest way [ am
getting financial aid for collegs,”
Harvey said.

Many scholarships are available
for talented forensics students.

“Iis tlie same as recruiting ath-
letes,” Harvey said. In the coming

. menths, lie will commit to Western

Kentucky University or Florida State
University for the fall.

Jessica Turral, a junior ut
Baltimore City College, hoped to
be in.Harvey's position this time
next year.

“py coach says that if I continue
to get hetter, there might be schol-
arship opportunities for me,” she

I

during day of articulate speeches

Steve Lafforty/The Tewerlight

Lake Clifton High Sehool student Deven Cooper uses hand gestlures to emphasize his points during Saturday's
High School Speech and Debate Toumament, The event was held in various buildings across Towson's canipus.

said,

Tural competed in dramatic’

interpretation, performing a trib-
ute to legendary jezz singer Billie

Holiday. She said she appreciates |

the skilis she has honedl through
speech tournaments.

"1t teaches you how lo compete
faicly,” she sald. “If you mess ug, It
is trudy your fauli. But then it makes
you better.”

For many of the students, pub-
lic speaking is the most valuable
skill they have obtained through
speech and debate events. Cathalic
High Schoo! freshman Stephanie
Lawrence cited it as an example of
Jrow she has improved.

“These [tournaments] give you
confidence to get up in front of
peaple,” she said.

Baron said holding the event at
Tewsaon lets siudents consider their
futuze endedvors,

“It gets them familiar with the

college environment generally, and
specifically with Towson's campus

and Towson's specch and debate |

team,” hie said,




