Acacia Ashell

AS .CAPTAIN OF the Frederick Douglass
High School Debate Team, Acacia Ashell
has been kmown fo artfully argue with a
tpacher or two. Last spring, when only four
students showed up for an Algelra I test,
Ashell suggested the teacher postoone the
exam. “I was trying to convince the teacher
1o have the test the next day rather than give
everyone a maleup tesy,” reasons Ashall.
“Ha tried to argus, but we ended up having
the test the nexit day——so [ guess 1 waon.”
Winning debates—and almost every-
thing else she pursues—is nathing new for
the 17-year-oid senior. Asbell was selected
out of 8500 students citywide to attend a
gathering in London to debate the merlis of
segregated vs! ntegrated . schools with a
group of girls from a Mustim high schoel.
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This past surmer, she was handpicied out

of 5,000 young adulis to infernw th Bank

of  America  in conjuncion W
Chesapeake’s Hahitat for Humanity, during
which she rehullt houses Tn her own Pen
Lucy neighborhood and elsewhere. She
nolds memhership in several nonprofit
grganizaticns including Y.0.U.R.S. {Youih
talization Sysiems)
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